
HOW YOU CAN HELP 

Here are the TOP TEN ways you can 
help Abby's Closet: 
 

1. Make a cash donation. 

2. Donate a formal gown.  Especially 
needed are gowns in sizes 0-4 and 15 
and larger. 

3. Organize a dress donation drive. 

4. Sign up to receive the Abby's Closet 
email newsletter. 

5. Join the Abby's Closet Facebook fan 
page. 

6. Volunteer your time. 

7. Tell your family and friends about 
Abby's Closet. 

8. Post Abby's Closet flyers in public 
places. 

9. Procure or donate silent auction 
items that can be used at 
fundraising events. 

10. Share your great ideas for making 
Abby's Closet even bigger and 
better. 
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The mission of Abby's Closet is           
to inspire confidence and respect in 

high school women by providing 
free formal gowns for prom and 

other memorable events. 

 



 

ABBY'S CLOSET 
STARTED WITH ONE 
PINK DRESS AND A 
WISH ... 
To pass the gown on to a high school 
student to wear to her prom. 
 
In 2004, Abby's Closet was co-founded 
as a nonprofit organization by Sally and 
Abby Egland (a mother and daughter) 
and a small group of friends.  Its mission 
was to collect formal gowns and give 
them away, free of charge, to high 
school women at a two-day event each 
Spring. 

HIGH SCHOOL OUTREACH 

Over 240 high schools (within 150 miles 
of Portland, OR) receive information 
about the annual giveaway event.  In 
2011, 189 schools were represented at 
the event.   An extensive media 
campaign helps with advertising. 

DONATIONS 

Donations are accepted year-round 
and are received from volunteer-
organized dress drives at schools and 
businesses and from individuals.  Over 
40 local businesses act as donation 
drop-off sites for Abby's Closet. 

VOLUNTEERS 

Abby's Closet is run entirely by 
volunteers (no paid staff).  A Board of 
Directors sets the vision and direction of 
the organization and provides the 
leadership.  A 13-member Student 
Advisory Board, made up of local high 
school women, works alongside the 
Board.   Over 500 volunteers help 
throughout the year. 

REVENUE 

Revenue is raised through individual and 
corporate donations, as well as 
fundraising events.  Generous business 
partners provide many in-kind donations 
that help to reduce expenses.  All funds 
received directly benefit the young 
women we serve.   

Its annual budget of $20,000 is used to 
advertise and host the annual giveaway 
event, purchase gowns in needed sizes, 
etc. 

"DREAMS CAN COME TRUE" 
AWARD 

Abby's ClosetΩǎ άDream Can Come Trueέ 
award was given in 2011 for the first 
time to a high school graduate. The 
winner was selected based on a variety 
of criteria, including school achievement 
and community involvement. A $500 
college scholarship was awarded, along 
with the honor of selecting the first 
prom gown of the year. 
 

PROGRAM RESULTS 
In its first 7 years, Abby's Closet has 
provided free gowns to over 10,000 high 
school women, with 2,200 gowns given 
away in 2011.  This program has enabled 
young women to attend prom, compete 
as Rose Festival Princesses or Miss Black 
Oregon candidates feeling beautiful and 
confident.   

 
Many young women who have been 
helped by Abby's Closet are giving back 
to their communities. They are joining 
the Abby's Closet Student Advisory 
Board, organizing dress donation drives 
in their schools, using Abby's Closet as 
their high school "senior project" or to 
obtain their Girl Scouts Gold Award, and 
volunteering for other nonprofits.   

Abby's Closet is making a lasting impact 
on generations of young women who 
are able to attend a memorable event 
with confidence and a positive self-
image. 


