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Where every girl can seek prom dress of her dreams
Abby's Closet gives away thousands of gowns

Monday, April 07, 2008

TOM HALLMAN JR.
The Oregonian

I t's just a dress. Only a few yards of limp fabric on a hanger. Take the finest, most expensive silk ever spun
and there's still no life. And certainly no magic.

What a dress always needs is a girl.

A girl in a dress takes a father's breath away. He turns from the television when his daughter walks into the
room and is struck by how quickly the years have slipped away, gone in a heartbeat when he wasn't paying
attention to all the changes.

A girl in a dress stands before her mother and they realize -- despite all those arguments over messy rooms
and dirty dishes - that they share a bond that doesn't need to be expressed in words, only in a glance that
says "We're alike."

A girl in a dress stands before a mirror and sees her past and her future, the girl she is and the woman she
will become.

A dress without a girl is nothing.

That becomes clear Saturday morning when one sees the hundreds of dresses hanging from racks in a
large room at the Oregon Convention Center in Northeast Portland. Every imaginable color and size are
available.

They have about as much character as towels.

But that's about to change. If you listen carefully, from the other side of locked doors you can hear the
sounds of girls.

There's probably no more pressure-filled time in a young girl's life than right now, when the prom season is
unfolding.

During the day, a girl can blend in wearing any old thing. Prom is about glamour, the night when every girl is
a princess.

But a prom dress can cost as much as $350. Some families drop a few bills for the memories. But for other
families, $350 might as well be $5,000. In those families, a girl doesn't bother asking. She knows.

Four years ago, Abby Egland, who lives in West Linn, cleaned out her closet while getting ready to attend
the University of Oregon and found the pink gown she had worn to her high school prom. She felt bad about
just tossing it out.
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